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Tuition hike
limited to
5 percent

"I'm kind of at halftime of my presidency. I've had a great 12 years with great
support and a great team. Some of that
team is in transition. I plan on being
president through 2022 ... so I am looking
to re-stock that leadership team where

By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

we need to do so and come out going

Tuition caps for next school year were approved by the Council on Postsecondary Education on Friday, even though there’s no state
budget in place.
The ceilings approved Friday are 4 percent
for community colleges, 5 percent for comprehensive colleges (including Western) and 6
percent for research colleges, said Sue Patrick,
communications director for the CPE.
The caps are the maximum amount state institutions can increase their tuition, she said.
That means next year's tuition will be
$3,780 per semester for in-state undergraduates, said Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration.
President Gary Ransdell said a 5-percent
cap was what he was expecting, and he thinks
it’s a reasonable and fair compromise based on
expected budget cuts and increased costs.
He said he plans to recommend a 5-percent
tuition increase to the Board of Regents at their
special budget meeting in June, but until then,
officials will proceed based on the assumption
that the 5 percent will be approved.

strong for the second half."
— President Gary Ransdell

Ransdell reﬂects as administrative changes bring transition
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Gary Ransdell considers himself
rare among college presidents.
The average length of a college
presidency is five to six years, and
it’s fairly uncommon for a president
to be a graduate of the college where
they serve, he said.
But Ransdell has been president
for 12-and-a-half years and received
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Western.
“For me personally, it’s rare to be
in this position at your alma mater,”
he said.

SEE TUITION, PAGE 7A

Regents
approve new
programs

The end of April marks the halfway mark in the Ransdell era — he
took office in November 1997, and
two years ago, he agreed to stay
through November 2022.
At the halfway mark, Ransdell
reflected on this time of transition,
his accomplishments thus far, his
goals for the future and his personal
challenge in leading Western.

A Time of Transition
When Athletics Director Wood
Selig resigned in February, Ransdell
said at a press conference that he was
at the “halftime” of his presidency.
Part of that metaphor is the re-

loading of talent in key positions, he
said.
There are 11 positions that have
either been recently filled, are in the
process of being filled or have yet to
be searched for, Ransdell said.
He said that until now, there’s
been very little turnover in key positions, and it’s a natural evolution
for so many positions to be changing
hands right now.
“You cannot expect to keep a
senior leadership team together for
this many years,” Ransdell said.
SEE RANSDELL, PAGE 7A

By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Recent high-profile personnel changes at Western

Students still looking for a major will have
a few more options starting this fall, pending
final approval from the Council for Postsecondary Education.
Last week, the Board of Regents approved
bachelor’s degrees in art history, film, Asian
religions and cultures and organizational leadership and an associate’s degree in water resource management.

Art History
Assistant Art Professor Guy Jordan said the
program will train students to critically analyze various art mediums including paintings,
prints, sculpture and architecture.
Students will investigate historical and
philosophical issues within the arts and gain
a better understanding of how people use the
arts to motivate rather than simply illustrate,
he said.

■ Dean Kahler, associate

BARBARA
BURCH GORDON EMSLIE
Burch came to Western in
1996 as the vice president for
Academic Affairs. She was appointed as provost in 1998.
Burch will step down June 30,
but will remain at Western to
work on other initiatives. Emslie,
of Oklahoma State University,
will take over July 1.

SEE PROGRAMS, PAGE 3A

WOOD SELIG

ROSS
BJORK

Selig was named athletics director in 1999. He’s
leaving Western after 11 years
for the same position at Old
Dominion University (Norfolk,
Va.), saying he wanted to be
closer to family. Bjork, who
comes from UCLA, was set
to officially take Selig’s place
yesterday.

DAVID
ELSON

WILLIE
TAGGART

Elson, Western’s former
head football coach, was
ﬁred in November following
a 0-12 season. Elson came to
Western in 2003. Taggart, a
former Western player, was
chosen as his replacement
just weeks after Elson was
ﬁred.

vice president for Enrollment
Management, is leaving to
work as executive director of
Navitas at Western. A search
for a permanent replacement is underway.
■ Richard Kirchmeyer, former vice president for Information Technology, retired
in fall 2009. His position was
ﬁlled by Robert Owen, from
Cabrillo College.
■ William Tallon, dean of
the Gordon Ford College
of Business, accepted the
same position at University
of Wisconsin Oshkosh in
December. Tallon’s replacement hasn’t been found yet.

Community colleges pledge to improve grad rates
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

With nearly 11 million students enrolled
in the nation’s community colleges, officials are feeling the pressure to step up
graduation rates.
According to a report from The Wall
Street Journal, officials representing several hundred community colleges from
across the country met in Seattle last week
to sign a pledge to boost their graduation
rates, which are at about 40 percent nationwide.
Nicole McDonald, system director for
transfer and retention for Kentucky Community and Technical College System, said
via e-mail that KCTCS did pledge to focus
on helping students transfer from two-year
to four-year schools.
For the 2008-2009 school year, KCTCS
awarded 22,744 credentials, which include
certificates, diplomas and associate de-

TUE. 59˚/ 38˚

grees, she said.
There are several services available to
KCTCS students that help them succeed
and KCTCS also has transfer agreements
with four-year colleges and universities,
she said.
In the coming years, KCTCS will place
more emphasis on transferring to four-year
schools, McDonald said.
Sherry Reid, dean of Bowling Green
Community College, said BGCC is very
different from the community colleges
— including KCTCS — that met in Seattle.
The big difference is that those schools
are autonomous and have a much broader
set of offerings, where as BGCC is a part of
Western, Reid said.
They do have some things, such as adult
learners and underprepared students, in
common she said.
KELLY LAFFERTY/HERALD

SEE GRAD, PAGE 7A
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Leitchﬁeld sophomore Stephen Hayes takes a break in the South Campus Food Court
before his class.
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Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

OUT LATE LAST NIGHT?
TRY JIMMY JOHN’S,
THE-“WOW I'M SO DEHYDRATED AND
MY HEAD WON'T STOP POUNDING SO I'M
GONNA GET SOME REASONABLY HEALTHY
FOOD DELIVERED AND THEN GO BACK TO

BED AND SLEEP UNTIL THE SUN GOES DOWN”

GOURMET-SANDWICH.
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a
thousand
words
Nell Ferguson is no stranger to
the Jamboree Barn located in Rosine. Her mother is the owner of the
barn and has been since its creation.
“Every Friday night, that’s where
I’ll be,” Ferguson said. “That’s
where everyone in Rosine, Beaver
Dam and surrounding areas will
be.”
Rosine is the birthplace of Bill
Monroe, who’s known as the father

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884
FREAKY3.@A
FAST1296C2?F
DELIVERY!
3?2.8F
% 76::F 7<5;´@ 3?.;056@2 990 .99 ?645A@ ?2@2?C21

■ An unknown person
pulled the ﬁre alarm on
April 25 on the sixth ﬂoor
of Pearce-Ford Tower.
■ An unknown person
pulled the ﬁre alarm on
April 24 on the 14th ﬂoor
of PFT.
■ Gordon Wallace, PFT,
reported on April 24 that
someone entered his room
while he was sleeping and

By DAVE KASNIC

of bluegrass music. The town
consists of two general stores, two
churches, a cemetery where Monroe
is buried and the famous bluegrass
Jamboree Barn.
The barn is open on Friday nights
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and is open
to the public. Musicians from around
the area and surrounding states usually show up with their instruments
to jam with others outside and per-

stole his laptop and cell
phone. The value of the
theft was $1,100.

Arrests
■ Craig Lancaster, Radcliff,
and William Bailey were
arrested on April 25 and
charged with possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia in the
Creason lot. They were
both released on April 26
on court orders.

form old bluegrass songs on stage.
“It isn’t unusual to see folks from
six or seven states away on a Friday
night in Rosine,” Ferguson said.
“The barn is keeping this town alive,
and we hope it will never go away.”
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells untold stories on the edges of
campus.

■ Charles Henry Elliott
was arrested on April 25 at
423 Park Row and charged
with alcohol intoxication
in a public place. He was
released the same day on
time served.
■ Candra Hall, Richmond,
was arrested on April 23
and charged with driving
under the inﬂuence and
running a stop sign at 13th
and College streets. The
Warren County Jail refused

to take Hall after she
stated she was going to
hurt herself. Hall was taken
to Western State Hospital
for a mandatory 72-hour
stay.
■ Clay Goodson was
arrested on April 22 on
14th and Center streets
and charged with alcohol
intoxication in a public
place. He was released on
April 23 on time served.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER OR
OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. 21050004(43)-01/10-GRD

*While your insurance company may reimburse for GARDASIL,
your eligibility for coverage and reimbursement for GARDASIL
depends on your individual insurance beneﬁt. You can contact
your insurance company for details on coverage for GARDASIL.
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Land sale approved
for Greek Village
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

Fraternities at Western are closer than
ever before to having their very own
Greek community.
At Thursday’s Board of Regents meeting, plans to purchase land for a Greek
Village on Center Street were approved.
In order to buy the land, Western is first
selling property to the city of Bowling
Green, according to agenda materials. Western will then use the money from that sale to
buy the land on Center Street. This land will
then be offered to fraternities to purchase.
Bryan Russell, director of planning,
design and construction, said the location
of the Greek Village changed from 14th
Street to Center Street, where the new
land was purchased, because of the new
location of the new Gordon Ford College
of Business.
This site was chosen for the business
college after an architectural firm surveyed
the campus and identified 14th Street as
one of the best locations, Russell said.
The first fraternity to have a house in
the Greek Village is Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
which was able to raise enough money to
build a new house after its old one burned
down in 2005.
Construction of the second fraternity
house, which belongs to Sigma Nu fra-

ternity, began in February, said Lexington
junior Jesse Caylor, the former president
of Sigma Nu.
Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs, said Sigma Chi , Pi Kappa
Alpha, Phi Delta Theta, Sigma Phi Epsilon
and Phi Gamma Delta fraternities are currently looking to move into new houses.
The Greek Village has been in discussion
for more than 30 years, and the chosen location will allow Western to remove “undesirable” buildings and replace them with new,
positive housing for students, he said.
Caylor said the Sigma Nu house is
on schedule to be completed in time for
Homecoming Week in October, and he
hopes everyone is moved in by the beginning of January.
Fundraising for the house began more
than five years ago, and alumni have donated resources for construction of the
house, including digging, insulation, carpet and electrical work, Caylor said.
“Everything has a Sigma Nu touch to
it,” he said.
Starting construction of the new Sigma
Nu house shows a commitment to the
Greek Village, Caylor said.
Currently, the Greeks are very spread
out on College and Chestnut streets, and
by constructing a Greek Village, it will
provide a stronger sense of community,
he said.

PROGRAMS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Film
Ronald DeMarse, assistant professor in journalism and broadcasting, said
that if the program is approved, Western will be the only public institution
in Kentucky to offer a major in film.
It could open doors for students who
would have otherwise applied to an
out-of-state university or changed their
major altogether.
The program plans to help students
understand the technical aspects of
producing films, equipment, the use
of technology and film software, he
said.

Asian religions and cultures
Eric Bain-Selbo, head of the philosophy and religion department, said the degree’s objectives are to provide a comprehensive and interdisciplinary program for
students who are interested in the study of
Asian culture in general, which typically
runs from the Middle East to Japan.
In terms of credit hours, the major
would be small, but students can pair it
with another degree, such as business or
Chinese language, he said.
The program directly contributes to

3a

Western’s internationalization goals,
Bain-Selbo said.
“This program is a huge step forward
in terms of providing curricular options
for our students,” he said.

Organizational leadership
Cecile Garmon, director of the
Leadership Studies Program, said the
degree is designed to provide students
with the guidance and opportunities to
understand leadership roles in various
areas.
The degree will also be offered at
regional campuses at Owensboro, Glasgow and Elizabethown, she said.

Water resource
management
Deborah Weisberger, chair of the
Liberal Arts and Sciences division at
South Campus, said the degree will
help meet the needs of waste and water
operations plants and water treatment
facilities.
“There’s a lack of qualified individuals for those jobs,” Weisberger said.
“Hopefully offering this degree will help
to fill those needs.”
The Bowling Green Community College will offer the degree, but the entire
program will be online. Offering it online will make it available for anyone in
or out of state, she said.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Film fesival debuts this week
Hollywood comes to the Hill this week
during Western’s Film Festival, which includes screenings and seminars that began
Monday and will continue through Thursday, according to a university e-mail.
This evening at 7 in Mass Media and
Technology Hall Auditorium, students
can watch the independent feature film
“CLANCY”. It was written and directed
by Western graduate Jefferson Moore,
who also stars in the film. The story revolves around Clancy Miller, “an abused
girl who runs away to elude social work-

ers” and meets an unlikely friend in a
homeless war veteran, according to the email. A question and answer session with
Moore will follow the screening.
On Wednesday and Thursday at 7 p.m.,
students can view short films by independent and student filmmakers from Seattle,
New York, California, Tennessee, Kentucky, Japan and Slovenia, according to
the e-mail. The films will include comedies, dramas, music videos, experimental
shorts and documentaries.
—Mandy Simpson

No Service Fee
$25 Application Fee Only
Free popcorn and gift for touring!
Free T-Shirt with signing lease

Hurry, offer ends April 30th!

The Gables
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270-846-1000
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STAFF EDITORIAL

POLL
What's the best or
worst thing President
Gary Ransdell has done
since he's been at
Western?

CHAD WILLIS
Bowling Green
sophomore

“He pays for my school. I have
nothing bad to say about
him.”

DAVID
SERAFINI
History
instructor

“Well, the best thing would
deﬁnitely be the physical aspects of campus. It needed it
bad years ago.”

Key strategy
ERIN KENNEY
Russellville
sophomore

New hires critical to success of Western
THE ISSUE: President Gary Ransdell is officially
entering the second half of his tenure at Western. Lately, there’s been several departures in key administrative roles, and now he has the challenge of filling those
positions with personnel that share his vision.
OUR VIEW: Ransdell has brought good things to
Western so far, but now his focus must change from
improving the campus aesthetically to focusing on
improving and strengthening academics through important hires.
Western has seen some nice changes in the past 12
years. The campus is prettier than ever with new trees,
sidewalks and sculptures. Each year there are new and
renovated buildings on campus and enrollment keeps
increasing.
In the years following Ransdell’s arrival, Western
was a destination for people to come work and teach
because it was up-and-coming with lots of prospective
new and improving programs.
Ransdell helped create the positive, welcoming environment Western has today. He’s helped the university climb a ladder of high expectations.

Now, half-way through Ransdell’s presidency, there
are key seats to fill that will have a critical impact on
the continuing improvement of Western’s academic
and athletic programs.
The new hires must understand the spirit of Western and the value Western places on traditions.
Western’s new officials must work hard to raise the
bar even higher for admissions and academics standards.
We also hope that new administrators understand,
most importantly, where Western has been, how they
got to where they are today and how to achieve Ransdell’s vision.
A gradual increase of the minimum ACT score required for admission is in the works now, which we
hope will make a difference academically. A competitive classroom environment makes students think
more critically and become more active in learning.
President Ransdell’s solid track record has the potential to extend for the next 12 years if his selections
prove to have the same energy and passion for Western
that he does.

“I don’t like the thought that
the football coach cost a
million dollars or whatever
it was. Considering tuition
rates are going up, I think
the money could be spent
elsewhere.”

KRISTIN
HOPKINS
Louisville
freshman

“I can’t think of anything bad.
He’s good in my book.”

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include

your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m. on
Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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RANSDELL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Some of those who are leaving are retiring, while others are
building on their success and
moving on for personal or professional reasons, he said.
Ransdell said he’s enjoying the
opportunity to help shape a leadership team for the next 12 years.
“We’re just adjusting our
gameplan at halftime a little bit,
and I promise you we will have
a strong team of vice presidents
and vice-president equivalents in
place for the long term,” he said
at the press conference.
A few administrators who
have been with Ransdell for a
long time weighed in on being
part of his team and how they feel
about the personnel changes.
Selig is leaving this year after
11 years under Ransdell’s leadership.
“It’s been a real pleasure and
absolute joy to be part of something so dynamic,” Selig said.
He said he and Ransdell have

TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

But that still won’t be
enough to cover the cost
increases Western will have
next year now that the university has to pay for the
maintenance and operations
of new buildings as well
as more retirement costs,
Ransdell said.
Mead said officials will
have to decide which of
those extra costs will be
funded and add them to the
$1.1 million state budget
cuts that Western expects to
get.
Since state legislators
haven’t passed a budget yet,
the caps were set based on
the prediction that the cut
to higher education will be
about 1.5 percent for the upcoming year, Patrick said.
If a budget isn’t passed by
the time the fiscal year begins on July 1, there would
be no way to authorize state
money to higher education,

worked very well together, and he
knows how Ransdell will handle
a situation before he talks to him.
There’s been a lot of continuity among administrative positions, and that has contributed
greatly to the overall success of
the university, he said.
He said he doesn’t think so
many positions changing hands
will be a problem, and that it’s
good to get new energy.
“I wouldn’t see the institution
skipping a beat with the administrative changes,” he said.
Tom Hiles, vice president for
Institutional Advancement, came
to Western in 1998, only six
months after Ransdell took office.
Hiles said Ransdell had held
a job similar to his at Clemson
University just before becoming
president at Western, so he knew
when he first came that Ransdell
would be watching him closely.
“I knew he would be supportive, but that it would be a challenge,” he said.
He said he’s seen Ransdell
grow as a president, and that
Ransdell has brought great im-

Patrick said.
“Without a state budget,
our colleges would have to
close,” she said.
But the CPE doesn’t anticipate that happening, as
this isn’t the first time there
hasn’t been a budget by this
time of year, Patrick said.
Now that the caps have
been set, state universities
will calculate their tuition
rates and bring their proposals
before the CPE for approval
on May 21, Patrick said.
The caps are only for the
tuition of in-state undergraduate students, Patrick
said.
For out-of-state students, the CPE mandates
that tuition be at least twice
as much as for in-state students, Patrick said.
Mead said the only good
news for students with the
tuition increase is that Western will continue its commitment to scholarships,
and anyone who has a fulltuition scholarship will remain fully covered.

provements to Western.
“What I most admire about
him is his willingness to take
calculated risks,” Hiles said.
Earlier this month, Hiles was
a finalist for a similar position
at Illinois State University in
Normal, Ill., but later removed
himself from the search, saying
it wasn’t the right fit for him.
He said his only other comment about the matter was that,
after 12 years, he did look at
another opportunity, but at this
point, he’s glad to be part of
Ransdell’s team.
The fact that Ransdell maintained the same group of administrators for so long is indicative
of his leadership, he said.
At this stage in his presidency, it’s a good thing to be able
to reshape the leadership team,
Hiles said.

Accomplishments,
Challenges and Goals
Ransdell said most people
would name four things as his
key achievements during the
past 12 years: improved aca-

GRAD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Sue Patrick, communications director for the
Council on Postsecondary Education, said community colleges typically
have a larger number of
students who need remedial classes, as well as
GED and adult students,
some of whom only take
a few classes a year.
This should be taken
into consideration when
comparing community
colleges with four-year
schools, she said.
“It’s not apples to
apples,” Patrick said.
Reid said the graduation rate for BGCC is
unknown because so
many students end up
pursuing four-year degrees.
Associate degrees are
designed to become the
first half of a four-year

demic quality, growth in student
and faculty population, physical
improvements to the campus and
fundraising success.
But he said the achievements
that he would most point to are
a changed mission, a more relevant curriculum and a bolder
attitude and vision for Western.
Yet Ransdell’s tenure hasn’t
been without its challenges.
“I’ve not spent much time
thinking about things that didn’t
go as planned,” Ransdell said.
“I’ve focused on the positive and
the success measures.”
However, he said there have
been two things he’s found
frustrating: former Gov. Ernie
Fletcher’s veto of several capital
construction projects a few years
ago and the tough economic
environment over the past 18
months, which has caused reductions in state funding.
But even with those challenges, Ransdell said the university has
continued to grow and improve the
quality of the Western experience.
Looking toward the future,
Ransdell said Western needs to

degree, she said.
BGCC works as hard
to help a student transition to main campus as
they do to help a student
graduate with an associate degree, Reid said.
Gov. Steve Beshear
recently signed a bill
into law that would
make it easier for community college students
to transfer to four-year
universities.
According to a press
release from the governor’s office, the law
plans to align science
and art classes at community colleges with
four-year institutions,
and created consistency
among the classes students need.
McDonald
said
KCTCS served as a central partner in the development of strategies to
implement this bill.
The legislation will
go into effect in the
2012-2013 school year.
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continue to strengthen academic
quality while sustaining enrollment growth.
Also, he said Western has
major construction needs over
the next half of his presidency,
including finishing the science
campus, building a new college
of business and making improvements to the library.

Personal Challenge
Ransdell’s rare situation has
given him a unique challenge,
he said.
He said his personal challenge
is to sustain a high level of energy and talent around him and
provide meaningful leadership.
He said he doesn’t think he
could stay this long anywhere else.
“In general, if times get a little
rocky, you have a tendency to look
for greener pastures,” he said.
If he were somewhere else,
he might do that, but he doesn’t
have those feelings here.
“I want to keep on achieving and see just what WKU can
be while I’m still able to serve
here,” he said.
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MEET

'Erase the hate'

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

ALYSSA ORR/HERALD

“In all honesty, I hope I do a lot better
job of putting these meets on next year,”
Morehead said. “If you take two or three
years off from hosting a meet, you kind
of get rusty. Once we get back in the
groove of things, we’ll be OK.”
He said he has a long list of notes that
should better prepare him for next year.
But Long said Morehead should be
proud of his efforts, saying he did a terrific job.
Long said it takes time to rebuild the
reputation of a meet after not having it
for a period of time.
“You’re going to have to cultivate
those interpersonal relationships with
coaches and teams and simply selling
your program,” Long said.
Senior thrower Brian Soverns said that
teams get into a routine as far as which
events they attend on certain weekends,
and it’s difficult to deviate from that.
He recalled having to go somewhere
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other than Vanderbilt last year on the weekend the school usually hosts a meet, because
they were getting their track resurfaced.
“It’s really hard to host a meet and expect a large turnout when you don’t have
it the year before,” Soverns said.
Long said he has an idea of how the
invitational will become relevant again.
“I think the second week of April
is going to need to be a niche meet in
which we find teams that it fits their personal advantage to be in Bowling Green
on that weekend,” Long said.
He said schools view Western as a place
to take the majority of their team to while
select groups from those schools compete
in the national events, like the Penn Relays,
which was held this past weekend.
Long said this year’s home meets
served their purpose as far as Western’s
athletes are concerned, while Morehead
said he sees things from an administrative point of view.
“I’d chalk this season’s two home
meets up to a learning experience for me
and the rest of the coaching staff,” Morehead said.

Twenty members of the Housing and Residence Life staff come together for a ﬂash
mob Thursday in Downing University Center. The event's purpose was to discourage
discrimination. "Discrimination is one less obstacle we need," said D'Andree Logan, a
Danville sophomore and participant in the event.

ROBBINS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Robbins said it frustrates him when he
can’t make a play, because the defensive
side of the ball is more important to him.
“I take a lot of pride in the field because that is where you win games,” Robbins said. “I’d rather make every play in
the field than go 0-for-4, but I can’t let it
get to me when I make an error.”
Robbins said he has to keep his confidence, because while playing at short
stop, he has to be ready for each play.
“It frustrates me, but it doesn’t bother
my confidence, because I know there is a
next play I can make,” he said.
Finwood compared Robbins’ defense
play to that of Terrance Dayleg, who was
drafted in the 22nd round of the Major
League Baseball Draft last year. Dayleg
had 18 errors at shortstop when he was a
sophomore, his first season as a starter.
“He turned out to be one of the best
shortstops we ever had,” Finwood said.
“(Robbins) just has to keep working.
I’m proud of him, and after those three
errors he made Friday. He made every

He turned out to be
one of the best shortstops we ever had."
—CHRIS FINWOOD
Head coach

play after that.”
Robbins said he learned a lot from
Dayleg’s play last year to help him be a
successful shortstop.
“He was a phenomenal shortstop,”
Robbins said. “His work ethic and work
in the field is what I learned the most from
him.”
Finwood said Robbins’ improvement
at the plate outweighs his struggles on the
field.
“Logan is a work in progress,” Finwood said. “He has all the tools. He is a
young kid and is still learning, but he just
has to keep working.”

Western Place
For Instant Leasing
Information
Text Message

“Western”
to 47464
Standard Rates Apply

SMITH
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Smith will graduate from Western in
December and begin working as an auditor for Ernst & Young LLP in January
2011.
Smith described having a job waiting
after graduation as surreal, but she said
the pressure isn’t entirely off her shoulders yet. Each semester she must send the
firm transcripts and keep up her grades.
With the softball team playing more
than 60 games during its spring season,
Smith said there are round-the-clock sacrifices she has to make in order to maintain her grades.
“We just came back from UK, half
of the team is asleep on the bus, but I’m
up with the light on with my laptop doing homework,” Smith said. “You have to
work around softball and sacrifice other
things like your social life and sleep.”
Head Coach Tyra Perry requires study
hall sessions for players and provides tutoring for those who don’t obtain at least
a 3.0 GPA.
But Perry said Smith, the WKU
Scholar-Athlete of the Year, is entirely

self-motivated.
“Shannon is the definition of a student
athlete,” Perry said. “My dad used to have
a quote he would say to his team: ‘If you
let the team down in the classroom, you
also let the team down on the field.’”
Senior Jamie Hennis, who has played
with Smith for the past two years, said she
has seen what a hard worker her teammate is both on and off
the field.
“Shannon has had a
tough softball career because she has had some
serious injuries, but she
hasn’t let any of her injuries bring her down,”
Hennis said. “She always
comes back in full force
SMITH
and very determined to
do her best.”
Smith said the lessons she’s learned
while on the field have translated directly
into the lessons in the classroom and vice
versa.
“In softball we say, ‘You take one pitch
at a time. Don’t get overwhelmed with
the whole game,’” Smith said. “It’s been
stressful, and it’s been hard, but it’s all
paying off now.”

720 Patton Way
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 781-5600
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Expectations are good things
It was Friday night, and one base- last weekend, going on to win its seball coach was in a state of mind he ries with FIU two games to one.
doesn’t often reach.
I also wonder how much of FinHead Coach Chris
wood’s mood centered
Finwood sat in his ofaround a set of expectafice at the Paul Orberson
tions that exist solely
Clubhouse — window
because of what he’s acopen but door securely
complished in five years
closed — after Western’s
at Western.
7-6, extra-inning loss to
It’s expected that the
Florida International. He
Toppers can play even
stared at the ceiling while
their best non-conference
the Toppers pulled a tarp
opponents close. It’s exover Denes Field, pre- JONATHAN LINTNER pected that the Sun Belt
paring for an impending Thoughts from the Jon Conference is theirs to
downpour.
sports@chherald.com lose.
All this came after
It’s expected that in
Finwood walked over to
front of a decent crowd on
reporters with eyes that matched the a balmy Friday night that the home
color of his red hat, requested they team put on a show for the fans.
keep things short and promptly left
Last Friday they didn’t, and Finthe field.
wood blamed himself as much as the
I wonder how many players players.
would have preferred standing out“I’ve got to do a better job of eiside in Saturday’s lightning storm ther getting them ready or getting
than having to stare Finwood in the some guys in here that are going to
eyes on Friday. He said he had told be ready,” Finwood said. “I’m not
the Toppers they played soft — “like going to put up with that kind of
babies” — giving up four unearned performance — I’m telling you right
runs off three errors in their loss.
now.”
And Western didn’t play soft again
One, because the Toppers are

YOUNG
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Ridings said his objectives are
different than his Hot Rods counterparts.
“You look at (a Hot Rods game)
differently than just a normal college
game, because you know that these
guys are getting paid — that’s their
job,” Ridings said. “Here, we’re still
trying to get an education and graduate.”
Hot Rods manager Brady Williams, who played both collegiate
and professional ball, said he’s seen
plenty of young players struggle with
the higher competition and the transition to the minor leagues.
“In college, you’re going to have
Friday night and Saturday night
pitchers that are very good and compete at a good professional level,”

Williams said. “But here it’s Monday
through Sunday where you’re pitching a Friday night starter every night,
and it can get kind of overwhelming
for some young kids.”
But Williams said players have to
find a release away from the ballpark.
He said all young players come to
the minor leagues because they love
the game, but it can’t consume their
whole lives without affecting their
performance on the field.
“You can call it a grind, but it’s
something you want to do every
day,” Williams said. “But you also
can’t think about baseball all the
time. When you leave the park, hopefully you can let it go, and you have
something else to focus on, whether
it’s playing guitar, playing cards with
the guys or whatever it may be.”
Sullivan and Estrada’s release includes acting their age.
Sullivan said he likes to unwind

chasing another Sun Belt championship.
Two, because fans are chasing it
with them.
In 2008 and 2009, total attendance
at Denes Field topped 23,000, according to Western media relations.
Total attendance this season should
beat that number easily, but numbers
could taper off if the Toppers’ season
continues its downward trend.
After a 21-5 start, Western has
gone 9-9 since — not an awful record, but not to the precedent that
was set in February and March.
“Everything that was going well
for us early in the season isn’t going
so well for us now,” said Jake Wells,
Western’s senior first baseman.
But it’s going to be hard for the
Toppers to match the first half of their
season, which seemed less about expectations and more about having
fun and embracing winning. When
rankings, polls and pressure setting
in, Western began to slide a bit.
In that regard, expectations can be
a bad thing.
But that the Western baseball team
actually has expectations — well, it’s
hard to say that’s a bad thing.

by sleeping in and playing X-Box
from time to time, and Estrada said
he enjoys going to the restaurants
and bars in town.
“You have to find a fine median
between not doing too much but also
getting out and going around,” Sullivan said.
Western Head Coach Chris Finwood agrees that the game of baseball is all about advancing.
The difference is that college players are eyeing championships, while
minor league players are hoping to
make it to the next level, he said.
“They’re trying to make it to the
big leagues, and every day, that’s
what they’ve got to be focused on,”
he said. “In minor league baseball,
you don’t have the same camaraderie that you have in college baseball,
because your job is to get to the next
level more than it is to win games.
Our job is to win games for WKU.”

UNIVERSITY TEXTBOOK
AND SUPPLY
Paying ﬁnals week prices starting
Friday, May 3rd
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University
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Old Morgantown Rd.

McCormack
Hall

University Blvd.

The
Registry

Come see us
TODAY!
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The Taste of Europe, LLC.
Fresh Greek Food Made to Order

Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Students
10% Off
(270) 846-1195
1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY
42101

Come and Enjoy
the Glorious Taste
of Greece!

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653

Alex Marks:Classiﬁeds Manager

For Rent
2 bedroom 1 bath house close
to campus $350/mo.
Call 270-796-3169
Close to WKU 2 bedroom
$450 per month plus deposit
and utilities phone 796-7949
Free Rent A WKU alum who has
special needs is looking to move
back to BG this fall and is
looking for a personal aide. A
live-in will get free rent plus
$$$$. A non-live-in starts at
$10/hour. This is a rewarding and
ﬂexible position. If interested,
email nettwc@yahoo.com

Help Wanted

Orthopedics Plus Physical
Therapy has both part-time
and full-time openings for
the position of physical
therapy technician for
the summer and/or the
fall semesters. This is an
excellent opportunity for
those students interested in
pursuing physical therapy
as a career path.
Please Contact Jase
Pinerola at (270) 779-4945
for more information.

General Manager Positions for Note to Readers: The College Heights
Little Caesars. GMs needed with Herald screens ads for misleading or
false claims but cannot guarantee any
2-3 yrs. restaurant experience.
ad or claim. Please use caution when
answering ads, especially when asked
Starting pay at $25,000 plus
to send money or provide credit card
bonus. Please send resumes to
information The College Heights Herald
RyanMTurtle@gmail.com
is not responsible for the content or
validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

wkuherald.com

WKUHERALD.COM
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BASEBALL

LANCE BOOTH/HERALD

From left to right: Ty Morrison, Chris Murrill and Brett Nommensen of the Hot Rods wait for
their turn for batting practice. If the players aren't playing a game, they are practicing every
day. The players are from all over the country, so they barely get to see their family during the
season.

LANCE BOOTH/HERALD

Sophomore third baseman Casey Dykes hugs his mother, Kim Dykes, after a Western baseball
game. Dykes' parents try to make it to every game they can to see their son play.

Young at heart
Same game, different experience for Hot Rods, Toppers
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Bowling Green Hot Rods players Jake Sullivan
and Robi Estrada live at College Suites, play video
games and grab fast food from time to time.
But while they may be spending the season in
a college town, they’ll both tell you they’re living the professional life.
“It’s day in and day out,” said Sullivan, a
23-year-old reliever. “As a pitcher, I’m throwing
more than I’ve ever dreamed about throwing.”

Sullivan has been in the college scene, but he said
minor league ball is a whole different story from his
days at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock.
“As a starter (in college), I’d go once a week
and kind of do my thing,” he said. “Here, you’re
throwing a couple bullpens a week. You’re
throwing long toss — you just give it a whole
lot. It takes a toll on you, and you just have to
adjust to it.”
Estrada, 21, also spent last year with the Hot
Rods as an infielder. He turned professional directly out of high school and said he was quickly

surprised by the talent level.
“I’d played against good competition but not
every game,” he said. “Here, you see good pitching every day. It’s tough when you come right
out of high school, but once you get older, you
start getting used to it.”
Western senior pitcher Matt Ridings was selected in the 25th round of the 2009 MLB FirstYear Player Draft by the Washington Nationals,
but he chose to return to school.
SEE HEART, PAGE 11A

BASEBALL

Robbins' offensive production outweighing his errors
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

A three-run home run
by sophomore shortstop
Logan Robbins in the seventh inning Sunday proved
to be the back breaker for
Florida International, as
the Toppers went on to win
8-3.
It was also the icing on the

cake for what has been a revitalizing month for Robbins.
Since April 6, Robbins has
been batting .333 and raised
his batting average from .169
to .234.
“He does stuff like (hitting the home run) to make
you realize how talented he
is,” Head Coach Chris Finwood said. “He is going to
be a heck of a player, and

he seems to come up with
hits like that when you really
need them.”
Robbins has earned 15
of his 25 RBIs since April
6, and he thinks perseverance and extra practice have
helped him to improve.
“Coach has been on me
about being aggressive in the
zone, and I have been putting extra time in the batting

cages,” Robbins said. “Doing
those things has helped me
improve a lot.”
Senior first baseman Jake
Wells said he knew with Robbins’ work ethic, his batting
average would turn around
for him eventually.
“Everybody on the team
knew it wouldn’t stay like
that for long,” Wells said.
“Logan works so hard and

is such a good kid that everything would fall for him
sooner or later.”
Though his batting has
improved, Robbins’ struggles defensively continued
Friday when he committed
three errors to give him a
team-high 11 on the season.

ROBBINS

SEE ROBBINS, PAGE 9A

TRACK & FIELD

SOFTBALL

Home meet provides 'learning experience'

Smith puts
being student
before athlete

By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

Sophomore distance runner Michelle Finn runs the 400-meter race on
Saturday, taking ﬁrst against Middle Tennessee State. The WKU Invitational was held at the Ruter Track and Field Complex.

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Depending on who you talk to, Western’s meethosting experience from this year’s outdoor season
went one of two ways.
Event coordinator and throwing coach Craig Morehead said that things could have run more smoothly
in each meet, but Head Coach Emeritus Curtiss Long
said Morehead did a good job planning the meets.
The Hilltopper Relays returned at Western this
season for the first time in more than 20 years, going
off without Mother Nature throwing a wrench into the
plans.
But because the high school leg of the Relays was
scheduled on an ACT test date, many schools declined
to attend.
“The first meet was a bit of a fiasco, and I learned
from that and this meet ran a lot better,” Morehead
said.
Last weekend’s WKU Invitational had its own set
of issues.
Much like what happened before last year’s Hilltopper Relays — which was canceled — this year’s
Invitational was cut short due to weather.
Because of the conditions, several schools left the
Invitational early to avoid any inclement weather.
Morehead said the events that were completed before the storm went pretty well, but the atmosphere of
the meet died after the delay.
Because of the weather, Morehead seemed disappointed in the results of the two meets he helped
host.
SEE MEET, PAGE 9A

By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

When Lady Toppers senior Shannon Smith
came to Western, she said it was because of
softball, not for academics.
But the fall of her junior year in 2008, back
surgery forced Smith to put down the softball
and in turn gave her time to focus on her accounting major.
That fall, while looking for a summer internship, Smith attended “Meet the Firms,”
a function Western’s accounting department
offers for students to meet with potential employees before the formal interview process.
Three interviews and a drive to Nashville
later, the world’s largest accounting firm,
Ernst & Young LLP, decided to hire Smith
full-time.
“It was kind of a blessing in disguise,”
Smith said. “They said when they hired me,
being an athlete is what made me more marketable. They knew I had time management
skills and could work well under pressure. I
guess you could say softball brought me here,
but accounting kept me here.”
SEE SMITH, PAGE 9A

@chheraldsports
College Heights Herald Sports

chhtoppertalk.wordpress.com
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TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

The Kappa Alpha Order strains in the mud as they pull on the rope during the Greek Week
Tug tournament at the University Farm on Friday.

A member of Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity coaches Alpha Delta Pi sorority during Tug.

GREEK PRIDE

TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

Somerset junior Jasey Beckman waves the Chi Omega sorority ﬂag before the start of the Greek Games on South Lawn on Thursday.

Venue provides entertainment for all ages
By CRISTEN FRIDDELL
news@chherald.com

tian idea of the Trinity, or the three
divine persons of God, Speth said.
The place is still in the planning
stages, Speth said, as he walked
around the venue, pointing out a billiards room and the garage-turnedconcert room.
“I think I’ll put the stage there,”
he said, pointing to the corner where
a temporary stage currently stands,
framed with string lights and a single
floor lamp.
On Friday night, The Crows N3st
hosted its sixth concert, featuring local bands Eventhesky, Racquet Club
and Sleeper Agent.
Bowling Green residents Emmeline and Bobby Essler were among
the first to arrive. They said they’re
friends with Speth and that they had
come to support Eventhesky.

Bowling Green senior David Speth
said he has always wanted to own his
own business.
His first idea was to own a Chickfil-A, a restaurant he worked at for
about five years, but when a space
came up for lease on 443 College St.,
his direction changed.
He and friend Brad Anthony decided to open a skate shop and music
venue inspired by the Nashville-based
venue Rocketown. The Crows N3st’s
doors opened in March.
His friend decided to run the skate
shop next door, and Speth took over
the music venue.
“I really wanted to reach out to
skaters, college students, high schoolers — to everyone,” he said.
The three in the spelling of the
venue’s name symbolizes the Chris- SEE VENUE, PAGE 2B

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

From left, guitarist Tony Smith, drummer Stuart Keyser and vocalist Kidd Kandell of the band
Sleeper Agent perform during their set at the Crow’s N3st, 443 College St., Friday evening.
Other local bands, Eventhesky and The Racquet Club, were also on the bill for the evening at
the recently-opened all-ages venue in the Shake Rag district.

DIVERSIONS 270.745.2655 OPINION 270.745.4874 SPORTS 270.745.4874 PHOTO 270.745.6281 ADVERTISING 270.745.3914
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■ NEWS BRIEF
Walker to attend mayors
conference in China
Bowling Green Mayor Elaine
Walker left on Saturday for a weeklong trip to China for the sixth SinoU.S. Mayors Summit, which is a conference between the U.S. Conference
of Mayors and the China Association
of Mayors.
The conference is located in
Chengdu, in the province of Szechuan.
Walker was one of four mayors across
the U.S. picked to go on the trip.
The trip was coordinated and financed by the U.S. Conference of
Mayors, of which Walker is a member
of the advisory board.
Walker said she is glad that a
smaller city such as Bowling Green
is given representation at the summit.
Because only four mayors are attending, Walker said she represents more
than just the city.

“I’m representing Bowling Green,
but also Kentucky and all U.S. cities,”
Walker said.
The summit’s focus this year is sustainable development.
Walker was asked to speak at the
summit. She said she will discuss environmental protection in U.S. cities
and sustainability in Kentucky and
Bowling Green.
She says that’s an important topic
because both Kentucky and China’s
energy is based on coal.
Walker will also talk about Western’s plans to develop Chinese studies at the university and strengthen
relations between the Chinese and local communities to encourage understanding between the cultures.
“I hope to bring back ideas and
greater awareness for Western Kentucky,” she said.
—Kristen Snyder

Waste recycling
machine unveiled
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

In conjunction with last week’s Earth
Day celebrations, officials showcased a
machine they claim will recycle waste
into energy.
Officials gave tours on Thursday of a
device called a methane gas digester.
Onlookers observed the process of turning manure into a product called Ranure,
a recycled manure that is environmentally
safe and relatively odor-free, said Hope
Blaythorne, director of Business Development and Sustainability for Organic Alchemy, located in Smiths Grove.
The digester is housed at the University Farm, according to Western’s Web site.
A photo of the digester can be found at
http://wku.edu/farm/pictures.html.
A lot of the bacteria commonly found
in cow manure is removed from the waste,
which makes it pathogen-free and more
environmentally friendly, Blaythorne
said.
The digester extracts methane from the
waste. Methane is more dangerous and
volatile for the air supply than carbon dioxide, she said.
“One cow can have more impact on the
environment than one car,” Blaythorne said.

VENUE
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

“I think this place has a lot of potential,” said Bobby Essler.
Those in attendance all seemed to know
one another, greeting each other will handshakes, hugs and slaps on the back.
Snacks and sodas were for sale in the
corner of the venue, but no alcohol was in
sight.
Speth said The Crows N3st was designed to be an all-ages hangout, so he
doesn’t want to sell alcohol.
Hodgenville junior Julia Robbins and
her friend, Fort Thomas freshman Elizabeth Geiman, stood near the back of the

The smaller-scale digester was presented to investors and the public to showcase
eco-friendly technologies, said Blaine
Ferrell, dean of Ogden College of Science
and Engineering.
The digester is used to recycle waste
into energy and would primarily help farmers deal with disposing of, distributing and
re-using their animal waste, he said.
The piloted version can facilitate about
30 head of cattle, Blaythorne said.
“This is the first digester in Kentucky and
we really want more people to become aware
of what it is,” she said. “We want to make
people aware that this technology does exist
in Kentucky.”
Ferrell said he’s still unsure whether
the project will turn a good profit, but said
it looks promising.
Building a larger-scale model will enable farmers to have more cattle on their
farms. But right now, officials are unable
to do so because the extra manure could
pose issues to nearby housing developments, Blaythorne said.
Blaythorne said representatives from
Organic Alchemy plan to work with Western professors and students on the next
version, so that they can use the digester
for research and experience.

room as they listened to the bands play.
“I came out to see Racquet Club,” said
Robbins, who follows the band on Facebook.
The girls both agreed they were having
fun and that they were enjoying their first
time at The Crows N3st.
“I love that it’s raw and grungy,” said
Geiman with a laugh as she tried to shout
over the music.
Speth said he has big plans for The
Crows N3st. He’d like to book enough
shows to have one every night of the week,
except Sunday.
Speth said he wants it to be “a place of
community, a place of love.”
“I want people to walk in and feel at
home,” he said.

NOTE TO SELF...
Order my new parking
permit online by
June 30th to be eligible
to win a great prize.

PTS is giving away Bluetooth Headsets
and Solar Cell Phone/iPod Chargers.

Don’t miss out on your chance to win!
Visit www.wku.edu/transportation
4 Bedroom
4 Bathroom
Apartment

$304

per room per month

• Private Bed & Bath • Cable Internet
• All Utilities Included • No Pets Allowed!

“We are waiving the
service fee!”
(a savings of $200)

APRIL 27, 2010

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

WHAT'S YOUR STORY

3b

Student ﬁnds adventure abroad
By TABITHA WAGGONER
diversions@chherald.com

Amanda Loviza has lived in seven
states and visited five countries. And last
semester, she studied abroad in Ecuador.
There, she hitchhiked in the back of a banana truck and tried “fabulous” freshly
mixed smoothies from fruits she had never
even heard of.
Loviza’s even eaten live, crawling ants.
“Everybody else was doing it,” said
the senior from Midlothian, Va. “In some
areas of the rainforest there are ants that
taste like lemon.”
And she liked them.
“They’re just like regular sidewalk ants,
they’re too small to crunch. You just lick
them off your fingers.”
She hiked with her class in the Tiputini
rainforest.
“You can be on the beach and hear monkeys screaming,” she said.
Loviza learned about the chance at the
Study Abroad Fair in 2008.
When Loviza learned that studying in
Ecuador cost about the same amount as
Western, she seized the chance.
Her determination led her to save money for Ireland, said her father, Tom Loviza.
Then, it led her to Ecuador.
Her flight to Ecuador was canceled the
day she was to leave. After problems with
Travelocity and Continental Airlines, she
went to the airline booth herself. The next
day, she was on her way to Ecuador.
“You can always count on her to get everything done that she needs to get done,”
said her mother, Carol Loviza.
With all the roadblocks, Amanda Loviza said her emotions changed.
“I was super terrified,” she said of her
arrival in Ecuador. “All of the sudden I
had no idea why I was going.”
But her host mom and sister were there
to greet her with red roses and a welcome
sign.
While she was visiting, Ecuador was

suffering from a drought. The nation runs
mostly off hydroelectricity, so if there
isn’t enough water for the dams to generate power, they turn it off.
“I think my favorite part of the semester was the whole sense of adventure,” she
said.
Some adventures were more challenging.
Amanda Loviza fainted on a bus on the
way to work because of the high altitude
in Quito,which sits about 9,300 feet above
sea level.
When she woke up, everyone was looking over her with concern, and a man gave
her his seat. Eventually, Amanda Loviza
adjusted to the higher elevation and to life
in Ecuador.
She worked 20 hours a week as an intern for V!VA Travel Guides. It took her
an hour to commute by bus from her house
to La Universidad San Francisco de Quito,
where she attended classes, and another
hour by bus from there to work. But the
commute was worth it.
“I love studying other cultures. I feel
like a lot of people don’t understand culture,” she said.
One difference of culture is the Hispanic tradition of bullfighting.
“It was definitely a really disgusting
thing to watch,” she said.
One matador was gored pretty badly.
“I was cheering for the bull,” Amanda
Loviza said. “The guy deserved it.”
She celebrated her 21st birthday in Ecuador with six people from different countries and backgrounds.
“We didn’t know each other at all, and
we had a blast,” she said.
Amanda Loviza often wears jewelry
from the street markets of Ecuador. Her favorite is the long, looped, rainbow-colored
necklace made out of tagua nut.
She plans to return to Ecuador and visit
her host family.
“It gave me a new appreciation for
my family, for home, for belonging,” she
said.

Students to battle
in murderball tonight
By HANNA DEMIRJIAN
diversions@chherald.com

To a spectator, murderball might sound
like a violent ball game.
But Matt Davis says people have realized the name isn’t literal despite what it
might imply.
Davis, the coordinator of student disability services, arranges sporting events
for disabled students. The Preston Center
is hosting the annual murderball event at
6 tonight.
“We have done this a couple of times
at different parts of the year,” Davis said.
“We also have wheelchair basketball and
tennis. This is the third time I have done
murderball.”
Also known as wheelchair rugby and
quad rugby, murderball is played by quadriplegics, or people who have little or no
function of their limbs because of paralysis.
The game started in 1993 and has grown
in popularity, even becoming a sport at the
Paralympic Games, Davis said.
Brad Stinnett, assistant director of facilities in the Department of Intramural-Recreational Sports, is helping the Office for
Student Disability Services with the event.
The two are partnering so there’s adequate office space, Stinnett said.

The blue courts in Preston will give the
teams enough room to move around and
accommodate an audience.
Among the members of the audience,
will be the men’s and women’s rugby
teams.
“We’re hoping to get a decent crowd,”
Davis said. “We’re doing an exhibition
with it. Anyone who wants to volunteer can
get in a chair and play.”
Stinnett has participated in the game in
the past, according to Jennifer Franklin,
the facility coordinator for IMRec. Stinnett
was photographed in a chair playing murderball last year.
The student disabilities office usually
hosts one to two events each year at Preston, she said.
The murderball team, made up of students from Kentucky and Tennessee, is
named TNT.
Davis said the sporting event aims to
draw attention to students with disabilities
and gives them the chance to participate in
activities that they can play too.
Franklin said she would support Davis
in any way.
“Matt is trying to bring awareness to
campus about the disabled students, and
Preston is right here ready to help,” Franklin said.

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Midlothian, Va., senior Amanda Loviza wears a scarf and necklace that she bought
when she studied abroad in Ecuador through a tuition exchange program last fall.
She had 12 hours transferred back to Western from her studies and had an internship
writing background chapters in guidebooks for the “V!VA Travel Guide” company.
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Students helpful in Parking official
political campaigns recounts funny
ticket appeals
By MARY BARCZAK

news@chherald.com

Kentucky needs more poll workers for the
primary election on May 18, Secretary of State
Trey Grayson told the Associate Press in an
April 22 article.
The article states that poll workers must be
at least 18 years old at the time of the election,
a qualified voter, not have changed party affiliations within the past year and cannot be a candidate or a relative of a candidate in the election.
State Sen. Mike Reynolds, D-Bowling Green,
said he used a lot of student support during his
last election.
Scott Lasley, associate professor of political
science and vice chair for the Republican Party
of Warren County, said that before the primary,
students should volunteer directly with a candidate until a single party candidate is chosen.
He said students can help distribute information, set up for events, answer phones and go
door to door for the candidate.
There are also opportunities within the party
after the election is over, he said.
Bonnie Gibson, vice chair of the Warren
County Democratic Executive Committee, said
students can also help out by addressing printed
material and putting up signs for a candidate.
Louisville senior Timothy Gilliam is the
campaign manager for Ed Mills, who is one
of the Republican party candidates running for
state senate.
Gilliam said he knew he would be graduating
this semester, so he thought this was a good opportunity to get involved with the party.
He has volunteered for other campaigns, such
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as Anne Northup’s congressional campaign and
John McCain’s presidential campaign.
Gilliam said he enjoys volunteering for campaigns because it’s not a conventional job.
“There is always something to be done,” he
said. “Every campaign is different, and all of the
people that you meet on the campaign trail are
different.”
Gilliam said during his volunteer work, he
has done tasks such as organizing dinner parties, rallies and fundraisers, research opposing
candidates and making sure events get coverage
from the press.
He said the most important requirement for
someone who is thinking about pursuing this
as a career is being able to enjoy working with
people.
Louisville sophomore Julia Bright is the
campaign manager for Regina Webb, one of the
Republican candidates running for state senate.
Bright is also the Western College Republicans president.
She said she has worked for the Republican
Victory office in Bowling Green and was a summer intern for U.S. Rep. Brett Guthrie, R-Ky.
Bright said she thinks the recent young leadership on campaigns in Bowling Green is reflective of the nation’s mood.
“People really want to be heard and get involved,” she said. “They want to express their
opinions and make sure that they are represented in Frankfort and Washington D.C.”
Union senior Shane Noem, former College
Republicans president, said students who want
to get involved in campaigns can do so by talking to friends or working with the political science department.

By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Campus drivers often dread
that yellow envelope under the
windshield wiper as they approach their illegally parked vehicles. Then excuses and pleas
begin to swirl in their minds at
the sight of the phrase “Parking
Citation” printed on the front of
the ticket.
Many opt for the appeals
process said Kevin Werner,
technology support specialist
for Parking and Transportation
Services.
Werner, who receives the appeals, must read them aloud to
an appeal board and present the
evidence of why the ticket was
given. He shared some of the
more humorous appeals with
the Herald.

Past Appeals
■ “A guy got a citation for
parking in the grass. He appealed it, saying that one half of
one tire was on the grass, and he
didn’t think he should be fined
$50 for that. When we looked at
the picture we saw that yes, one
half of one tire was in the grass.
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But the other three tires were all
the way in the grass.”
■ “A person who parked in
a handicapped place said they
forgot to put their flashers on.”
■ “Sometimes they just give
you too much information. Once
a girl said she was late to the
meter for a ‘feminine emergency.’ She wrote that she had been
on her period that week and had
to run back into her dorm. And I
had to read that one out loud.”
■ “One guy wrote that he
parked illegally because his
girlfriend had a rare condition
called Vulvodynia.”

Most Common Excuses
■ ‘I was only there for a few
minutes.’
■ ‘I had my flashers on.’

Werner's Advice
■ “A lot of the time we are
dealing with people who don’t
understand what ‘No parking’
means… or don’t realize we
have cameras. There is hope
for some. The best defense is to
have a clean record. And it also
helps to have a well-written appeal.”
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Officials, residents
want to preserve
ShakeRag history
By WHITLEY TOBIN
diversions@chherald.com

Among the scenery of the historic
ShakeRag district, the clammer of
houses being built resonates.
Families are sauntering into the soul
food restaurant on the corner of Third
and College streets, and little boys are
dashing into the ShakeRag Barbershop
to get designs cut into their hair.
Businesses in the ShakeRag Historic
District are popular communal places
for black residents who have lived in
Bowling Green for years. And even
with downtown development and construction projects, officials and residents want to preserve its history.
ShakeRag originated around the old
Lee Square near the north end of State
Street. The ShakeRag Historic District
got its name from the image of families
hanging their clothes to dry outside, according to the Bowling Green tourism
Web site.
ShakeRag was once a safe haven for
traveling and local blacks before integration.
The Southern Queen Hotel would
house traveling blacks that couldn’t
stay in Bowling Green’s white hotels,
according to the tourism Web site.
There was a “colored library” on State
Street with about 3,500 books and a
children’s room.
In 2001, Bowling Green started to
renovate the downtown area, including
the ShakeRag district, according to a
pamphlet funded by the Bowling Green
Enterprise Community.
Despite the construction, preserving
history is what the ShakeRag district is
about, according to the pamphlet.
The area is rich in history of AfricanAmericans who have called Bowling

Green home since the early 1800s, according to the tourism Web site. ShakeRag is the home to State Street Baptist
Church, the George Washington Carver
Center, ShakeRag Reed’s restaurant
and the Southern Queen Hotel, to name
a few of the landmarks.
“African-Americans started here,”
Rev. Roger Reed, the reverend of State
Street Baptist Church, said. “We were
able to buy homes and businesses in
this area.”
Reed said he likes to see students in
the district even if they are unfamiliar
with its significance.
“ShakeRag is a reminder of what
was once the only option for blacks [to
gather] in Bowling Green,” Reed said.
“They were making history by just being here.”
More than 200 years later, the traditions of the area still stand.
The Reed family runs and operates
the ShakeRag Reed’s restaurant that is
the center of the ShakeRag district.
“The restaurant is the reminder of
the history,” Bowling Green sophomore
Jessica Blair said. “It’s a reminder of
the history of the family and it being an
all-black area.”
Blair said the names of the local
businesses were changed in honor of
the district becoming historic in 2001,
and ShakeRag Barbershop was one of
those.
Though the area has been promoted
as a must-see for tourists, some students say they enjoy it for its back-athome feeling.
“The shop has a great atmosphere,”
Hopkinsville junior Michael Warren
said. “The barbers all have different
personalities and start talking about
different things going on, just like family.”
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